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AUGUST 16 – AUGUST 22, 2010 
 
FOR THE TEACHER OR PARENT:   The following is a simple journal/study program.  
Each day, the student is asked to answer a few questions, accomplish a few things and do 
some creative and constructive dreaming.  Each week’s journal is designed to be done only 
during the specific week that is indicated in the title.   
 
The purposes of each journal include 1) to open up and make available the activities of the 
world to the student, 2) to provide some simple history and geography which will help 
locate the student in time and space, 3) to improve overall vocabulary and reading skills 
and 4) to serve as an on-going journal which will encourage the student to investigate 
his/her own creativity, thoughts and ideas in a manner they deem safe. 
 
A student of age 6-8 may do this work alone or with others, but being a journal, the 
student’s writings here should be considered private.  Here are the events covered in this 
journal: 
 
 The signing of the emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln in 1863, ending 
 slavery in the United States; The life and music of Elvis Presley; The first  
 commercial steamboat, run by Robert Fulton, in 1807; A great gold rush starts in  
 the Klondike, in Canada in 1896; The life of Genghis Kahn and his conquest of the 
 world; The life of Gene Roddenberry, the creator of Star Trek; The life and  
 accomplishments of William Jefferson Clinton, otherwise known as President Bill 
 Clinton; The first commercial radio broadcast, in 1920; The Nat Turner slave 
 revolt in 1831; The life of great photographer Henri-Cartier Bresson; The life of 
 French Impressionist composer Claude Debussy. 
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NOTE- If asked to draw, it is not an “art assignment”.  The student may use blobs of color 
and lines if they like.  They are only to demonstrate an understanding of a concept. 
 
 
NOTE – Journals do NOT replace standard curricula or studies!  Journals are a free 
sample of our curricula, and are electives. 
 
PLEASE START THIS JOURNAL ON MONDAY, AUGUST 16 th, 2010.  Assume each 
lesson will take roughly an hour or a bit more (except the first lesson, which should take a 
few minutes).  The Saturday and Sunday lesson plans could be done earlier in the week, if 
so desired.  They have been kept short.  During the summer (Northern Hemisphere), they 
are eliminated. 
 
 

________  
 

For more info, to read articles, to download free courses, 
watch educational videos, or to find out about  
our comprehensive curricula for ages 5-adult 

www.connectthethoughts.com 
 

________  
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LESSON # 1 
  
 
(Note – IF you have done one of our weekly journals before, please skip to lesson # 2) 
 
 
1. UNDERSTAND THE WORD: 
 
 Calendar – An object which shows the days of a year in some sort of writing. 
 
 Journal - A daily record of the things one does or thinks or sees, put into 
      writing in the person’s own words. 
 
 Private – Of or having to do with one person, and no one else. 
 
 
2. READ ALOUD TO THE TEACHER: 
 
Welcome!   This is a simple and fun course for you to do over the next week.  Just do what 
each step asks, and answer each question in your own words.  No one else should need to 
look at what you write.  You will be writing a “jou rnal” as you do this course, and in it you 
will write about what you have done, what you have seen, thought, felt, and even dreamed 
of doing, during one week.  Our week will start on Monday and end on Sunday. 
 
This journal is private and it is all about you.  It belongs only to you and what you write in 
it is yours and no one else’s.  If you like you may share some of what you write with those 
whom you wish to share.  But you should never have to share what you write here.  If you 
like, let everyone know that your journal is not to be looked in to.   
 
There will be “Private Writings” in your journal.  These are all about you, what you think 
and believe.  You should think before sharing these.   
 
You might wish to get a notebook of some kind to place your writing in.  You could also 
just print the pages of this course and write on the back of them.  You should write the date 
at the top as you start writing new things so that you can look later and know when you did 
that work. 
 
This is your journal.  In it you may think and dream and feel as you wish and write what 
you want.  You may use it to help create ideas that you like and to make plans for your 
future.  You should also have fun with it and not turn it into a chore, something that must 
be done each day.  If you wish to do the journal and you feel it’s giving you something that 
you need or want, great!  If you want to skip a day, a few days, a week or even a month, 
that should be up to you.  But if you are having fun learning about the world and about you 
then you should keep doing these journals. 
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Make sure that your teacher or parents or the person working with you reads this lesson 
and knows what it says! 
 
Please start lesson # 2, now. 
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LESSON # 2 (MONDAY, AUGUST 16) 
 
 
1. PRIVATE WRITING: 
    If you could do any job in the world, what would it be?  Write your answer and describe 
    the job in writing.  It can be a real job (like professional baseball player or actor or 
    President) or made up job (like King of the Universe).  (Describe a different job from last  
    week, if you did last week’s journal.) 
 
 
2. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 The United States of America 
  
  
3. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Civil War – A war fought within a country by the people of that country fighting 
           against each other for some reason. 
 
 Slavery – When a person who has had all their rights and freedoms 
       taken away, and is forced to do as another person ants. 
 
 
4. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
This course covers the week starting on Monday, August 16th, 2010, and goes through 
August 22nd, 2010. 
 
Here is this week’s calendar: 
 

 
 
You’ll learn about what’s going on each day of the week, on that day.  This lesson plan is 
about Monday, August 16th. 
 
On this day in 1863, the United States was in a Civil War.  It was fought between the states 
in the north, who wanted slavery to end in the United States, against the states of the south 
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who wanted to own slaves. 
 
There had been slaves in many lands through history.  But the United States is about 
freedom.  The idea was that the people living in the United States would be free to live life 
they wished.   
 
Though the United States had been a country for over 80 years,  there were still slaves, 
mostly in the states of the American South where huge farms.  On these farms crops such 
as cotton and tobacco was grown and picked, and then sold through the world, even to the 
northern states. 
 
Until the Civil War, there had been slavery in the United States.  This was true for 
hundreds of years, since the early 1500s.  There were many people at the time that the 
United States was formed who did not want slaves in a country where people were 
supposed to be free. 
 
The Civil War was fought over slavery.  It started when Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 
became the 16th President of the United States.  The south knew he hatred slavery. 
 

 
 
The Civil War was the worst war fought in America.  Over 600,000 men were killed 
between 1861-1865.  To Lincoln and most of the people of the north, it was clear that until 
slavery was ended, the country could not call itself the “land of the free”. 
 
On this day in 1863, Lincoln signed the paper that made slaves free in America.  Though in 
the middle of the war, this freed the slaves in both the north and south.  It let Blacks join 
the northern army, something Lincoln needed happen.   
 
No decision was harder for President Lincoln than this.  He had no doubts that the slaves 
should be freed, but worried, as did the men who helped him, that this might split the 
country in two for all time.  This famous painting shows Lincoln with the men who helped 
him, as he has just read to them this paper.  The man seated and looking at him just to the 
right of center is William Seward, who also signed with Lincoln. 
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Few moments in history are more important.    Here’s what it looks like: 
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5. DO: 
    Why would it be important in the “land of the free” to have no slaves?  What would 
    make the freeing of slaves worth the deaths of 600,000 people?  Why would so many  
    people fight to end slavery?  Write your answers. 
 
 
6. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Tupelo, Mississippi 
 Memphis, Tennessee 
 
 
7. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Blues – A kind of music sung by Black Americans while in slavery. 
 
 Standard – A song that is popular and is sung for many years, and often recorded. 
  
 
8. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
To his time, he was the biggest star in the history of music.  His records sold more copies 
than any single singer in history, a record that would not be broken until the last few years.  
He did more to make Rock and Roll, the pop music born out of the blues in the 1950s, 
popular than anyone.  He was Elvis Aaron Presley (1935-1977). 
 

 
 
Elvis was born in the American South, in Tupelo, Mississippi.  At age 13 he moved to 
Memphis, where he found himself in a land filled with blues music.  He went to school and 
was thought of by his teachers as “average”.  Elvis was anything but. 
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At age 11, he got a guitar for his birthday.  He’d asked for a bike or rifle – but his parents 
had done the right thing.  He learned to play by watching others play, but was too shy (his 
own words) to play and sing in public. 
 
In High School, he got a “C” in music!  (Just goes to show how wrong schools can be.)   He 
liked listening as a teen to the music of Black American singers in the south.  But when he 
tried to join a group as a singer, he was told that he could not sing.  (Wrong again!) 
 
In 1953 he started to record songs, some that he wrote, many that were “standards”.  
Presley said he recorded to just hear what his voice might sound like, and for his mother’s 
to hear.  But the first song the public heard in 1956 was called “Heartbreak Hotel”.  The 
song became the most listened to and bought song in the country, and Presley was a star. 
 
He could sing – matter of fact, he had a great voice.  He had great energy on stage, people 
watching could not take their eyes off him.  And he could move in ways few performers 
before him would have dreamed of – twitching his hips and prancing about the stage with 
his guitar in hand. 
 
He had more popular songs and albums than anyone to his time.  Hollywood (where movies 
were made) knew a good thing when they saw it.  He started making movies in 1956, and 
made over 30 films.  He was almost as fun to watch as an actor as he was when he sang – 
but he always sang in his films. 
 
He was often on TV.  When he appeared, the girls in the audience would scream and cry.  
This had never happened before, though it would be seen again with groups like the 
Beatles.  (The Beatles always said that their early music was changed by Presley.)  Watch 
him on a TV show and notice they do NOT show you his twitching legs on TV at that time!: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8Xm47yTgQg 
 
He was in many ways the biggest star in the world, perhaps the biggest star in music 
history.  No one made pop music more popular!  Watch: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpzV_0l5ILI 
 
Listen to how beautiful his voice could be!  What WERE his teacher’s thinking??? 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZBUb0ElnNY&feature=related 
 
But he’s perhaps best known for the songs that rock. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1Ond-OwgU8&feature=related 
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9. DO: 
    What do you like about Elvis?  How does he compare with performers of music today? 
    write your answer. 
 
 
10. DO: 
      Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 3 (TUESDAY, AUGUST 17) 
 
 
1. PRIVATE WRITING: 
    Describe a job that you would never want and that you would never want to do.  (If you 
    did last week’s journal, describe another job.) 
 
 
2. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Little Britain, Pennsylvania (United States) 
 Paris, France 
 New York City, New York (United States)\ 
 Albany, New York (United States) 
 
 
3. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Steamboat – A boat that has a paddlewheel, and that paddlewheel is 
            turned by steam which powers it. 
 

 
 
 
 Canal – A man-made water passage between two bodies of water. 
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4. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
This is Tuesday, August 17th.   
 

 
 
Man always wanted to make a machine that could move by itself and take people places.  
But it was all a dream until the mid 1700s.  Early in that century, people who built new 
machines (called inventors) had figured out how to use steam made from the burning of 
wood or coal to turn a wheel. 
 
Many people had worked to make better and better engines using steam power.   
 
Robert Fulton (1765 – 1815) was born in Little Britain, Pennsylvania. 
 

 
 
He was a fine inventor.  He looked at the steam engines and figured out how to make them 
work better. 
 
But his first success was to build the first working under the water boat or “submarine” in 
1797!  The ship was called the “Nautilus”. 
 
While in France he decided to build a better paddleboat.   It was a success. 
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Returning home, he built the first commercial steamboat, to be used to travel between New 
York City and Albany.  It was launched for the first time on this day in 1807 and changed 
forever the way people traveled on rivers and the waters of America.  Now a ship could 
travel in all kinds of weather, under its own power.  In the drawing below, you can see 
people in boats staring and pointing at Fulton’s strange new kind of ship. 
 
 

 
 
 
5. DO: 
    Why do you think it might be important to people to be able to go where they want,  
    no matter what the wind and weather are doing?  Write your answers. 
 
 
6. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 The Klondike, Canada 
 Dawson City, Yukon, Canada 
 
 
7. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Gold Rush – A period of time in the 1800s when gold was found in a certain 
            place, and many men rush to that place to try and find more for 
            themselves. 
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8. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
On this day in 1896, gold was found!  Gold is one of the most precious of metals on Earth.  
There isn’t a whole lot of it.  People have gone to great pains for thousands of years to get 
gold.  It is not only pretty, but when heated it is easy to shape, so it has in the past been 
used to decorate things, as well as to make coins for money and even weapons. 
 
In 1896 in the Klondike, in Canada, gold was found on this day.   This started what today is 
called the Klondike, or Yukon Gold Rush.  The gold was found near Dawson City, in the 
Yukon.   It was found at Bonanza Creek (seen below). 
 

 
 
Once word got out the race was on.  Many men and women will do anything for money.   
Within two years, over 40,000 people had climbed up high, ice-covered mountains to look 
for gold in that cold land.  So many people showed up that there was not enough food for 
them all.  And the chances of their finding gold were slim to none.  
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One future President of the United States, William Howard Taft (1857-1930) joined the 
rush for gold!   
 

 
 
The great writer, Jack London, joined that Gold Rush, and his writings about his time in 
those cold lands (The Call of the Wild; White Fang; To Build A Fire) made him more money 
than any gold that he found there. 
 

 
 
Many men died in that frozen land.  But some found gold.   In the 100 years since the 
discovery, about 390 tons of gold were found.  That’s a lot of gold! 
 
One of the great makers of movies of all time, Charlie Chaplin, found another kind of gold 
when he made his very funny movie The Gold Rush, based on the Klondike Gold Rush.  
Watch at least the first part.  Watch the rest if you like it! 
 
Part One: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4LEKiCBG_g 
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Part Two: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYmQaIkf9lE&feature=related 
 
Part Three: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMFX30sfXpg&feature=related 
 
Part Four: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owUn068OBEE&feature=related 
 
Part Five: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juuwo4umzcQ&feature=related 
 
Part Six: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9SKnOl9yAw&feature=related 
 
Part Seven: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeQ7OCFcWZQ&feature=related 
 
Part Eight: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSNnaoGDPXA&feature=related 
 
 
9. DO: 
    The Klondike Gold Rush shows that people will do almost anything for money.  Many 
    people went there just for fun and never really looked for gold. 
 
     Which do you think is better, money or adventure?  Write your answer. 
 
 
10. DO: 
      Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 4 (WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18): 
 
 
1. PRIVATE WRITING: 
    Describe the job that someone you care about does.  Ask them about their work to find 
    out more about what they do.  Write your answers. 
 
(The following was taken from our Elementary History V course, and has been edited.) 
  
2. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Mongolia, China 
 Asia 
 Caspian Sea 
 Sea of Japan 
 China 
 Middle East (southwest Asia and northeast Africa, including Egypt, Israel, 
   Syria, Lebanon, etc) 
 Europe 
 
 
3. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Nomads – Wandering tribal people. 
 
 Khan – Ruler, king. 
 
 
4. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
Today is Wednesday, August 18th.   
 

 
 
And who were the Mongols that gave China and the rest of the world so many problems? 
 



 

The Mongols were a very warlike people, many wandering tribes (called “nomads”) that 
became and who created the largest empire in history.  Their first great leader was Genghis 
Khan 
 

 
Like Hongwu, Genghis Khan led a difficult childhood.  At ag
to live with the family of the girl selected to marry him.  But his father, who was Khan of 
his tribe (King) was poisoned by enemies on the way home, and Genghis returned home to 
rule.  His tribe refused to accept a nine y
and his mother. 
 
For several years they lived in poverty, living off of any food they could find or hunt.  He 
was a fighter from early life.  During a hunt, he got into a fight with his brother and killed 
him.  This made Genghis the “Khan” of his family.
 
He was captured and enslaved, but escaped and started to find good men to build an army.  
His escape from a powerful local tribe’s enslavement helped make him famous and drew 
men to his cause.  He married at 
her and had four sons by her. 
 
As you can see, his young life was very hard, and made him an angry man.   There were 
several powerful groups of tribes, including the Mongols, but these warred and st
each other.  No one was safe in his land.
 
He started building power by becoming a friend to those in power, as others had done 
before him.   Slowly, he built friends and an army.  
 
He was much like Hongwu.  Instead of finding advisors and 
the smartest, strongest men he could find.   Like the Romans, when he conquered an 
enemy, he embraced them as a part of his empire and protected them.   He even had 
children from conquered tribes entered into his own family.
and gave them whatever was found in conquered lands.  His men were very loyal.
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The Mongols were a very warlike people, many wandering tribes (called “nomads”) that 
became and who created the largest empire in history.  Their first great leader was Genghis 

 

Like Hongwu, Genghis Khan led a difficult childhood.  At age nine, he was left by his father 
to live with the family of the girl selected to marry him.  But his father, who was Khan of 
his tribe (King) was poisoned by enemies on the way home, and Genghis returned home to 
rule.  His tribe refused to accept a nine year old as leader.  Instead, they abandoned him 

For several years they lived in poverty, living off of any food they could find or hunt.  He 
was a fighter from early life.  During a hunt, he got into a fight with his brother and killed 

.  This made Genghis the “Khan” of his family. 

He was captured and enslaved, but escaped and started to find good men to build an army.  
His escape from a powerful local tribe’s enslavement helped make him famous and drew 
men to his cause.  He married at age 16.  His wife was captured and enslaved, but he freed 

As you can see, his young life was very hard, and made him an angry man.   There were 
several powerful groups of tribes, including the Mongols, but these warred and st
each other.  No one was safe in his land. 

He started building power by becoming a friend to those in power, as others had done 
before him.   Slowly, he built friends and an army.   

He was much like Hongwu.  Instead of finding advisors and generals in his family, he used 
the smartest, strongest men he could find.   Like the Romans, when he conquered an 
enemy, he embraced them as a part of his empire and protected them.   He even had 
children from conquered tribes entered into his own family.  He promised his army riches, 
and gave them whatever was found in conquered lands.  His men were very loyal.

The Mongols were a very warlike people, many wandering tribes (called “nomads”) that 
became and who created the largest empire in history.  Their first great leader was Genghis 

e nine, he was left by his father 
to live with the family of the girl selected to marry him.  But his father, who was Khan of 
his tribe (King) was poisoned by enemies on the way home, and Genghis returned home to 

ear old as leader.  Instead, they abandoned him 

For several years they lived in poverty, living off of any food they could find or hunt.  He 
was a fighter from early life.  During a hunt, he got into a fight with his brother and killed 

He was captured and enslaved, but escaped and started to find good men to build an army.  
His escape from a powerful local tribe’s enslavement helped make him famous and drew 

age 16.  His wife was captured and enslaved, but he freed 

As you can see, his young life was very hard, and made him an angry man.   There were 
several powerful groups of tribes, including the Mongols, but these warred and stole from 

He started building power by becoming a friend to those in power, as others had done 

generals in his family, he used 
the smartest, strongest men he could find.   Like the Romans, when he conquered an 
enemy, he embraced them as a part of his empire and protected them.   He even had 

He promised his army riches, 
and gave them whatever was found in conquered lands.  His men were very loyal. 



 

 
He was a great general.  He would send out spies and gather information on his enemies 
which he used to defeat them.  By his mid
Northern China into a great Mongol   Peace ruled after bloody war.
 
Like Alexander the Great, he realized he had a powerful army, and decided he would 
conquer the world for the Mongol people.  He largely did this because 
he did not control could become an enemy.  He was not wrong, not in his time and in his 
world. 
 
They marched their armies of warriors on horseback out into the world, and created (over 
several centuries) the largest empire in history.
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He was a great general.  He would send out spies and gather information on his enemies 
which he used to defeat them.  By his mid-forties, he had united all the warring tribes in 
Northern China into a great Mongol   Peace ruled after bloody war. 

Like Alexander the Great, he realized he had a powerful army, and decided he would 
conquer the world for the Mongol people.  He largely did this because he felt that anyone 
he did not control could become an enemy.  He was not wrong, not in his time and in his 

They marched their armies of warriors on horseback out into the world, and created (over 
several centuries) the largest empire in history. 

He was a great general.  He would send out spies and gather information on his enemies 
d united all the warring tribes in 

Like Alexander the Great, he realized he had a powerful army, and decided he would 
he felt that anyone 

he did not control could become an enemy.  He was not wrong, not in his time and in his 

They marched their armies of warriors on horseback out into the world, and created (over 



 

 
Their armies were feared by all, and rarely lost a battle.  They struck quickly and harshly.  
Throughout all of China, the Middle East, Europe, and much of modern day Russia. the 
Mongols spread their control.  
 
Wherever he went, he placed the brightest
once been enemies.  His empire allowed anyone, of any belief or nation, to rise in power, 
and was one of the few in history to do this.  He knew his nomad tribes did not know how 
to run great cities and nations, so he conquered those nations and let them run themselves, 
using his rules. 
 
How bad were his rules?  He thought religion was personal, and that the government 
should not tell people what to believe.  He let anyone worship any religion they wished.  
People were taxed, but teachers, holy men and doctors were not, as Khan thought them to 
be valuable.  Genghis Khan created the code of law for his vast empire.   His laws tried to 
give all people the same rights. 
 
Genghis Khan, often looked upon today as a
great and wise leader.  He was certainly a smarter ruler than, say, Alexander the Great, 
who is beloved in Western history.  Genghis Khan was far kinder to his enemies, and 
created a far larger kingdom.  Under
Japan to the Caspian Sea, and kept growing after he died.  
 
 
4. DO: Many histories make Genghis Khan sound like an evil and cruel man.  These
 histories were often written by people in Europe, or other par
 that he conquered.   How can the way history is written control the way we
 remember someone, or think about them?  Write your answers.
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Their armies were feared by all, and rarely lost a battle.  They struck quickly and harshly.  
Throughout all of China, the Middle East, Europe, and much of modern day Russia. the 
Mongols spread their control.   

Wherever he went, he placed the brightest and most able people in charge, even if they had 
once been enemies.  His empire allowed anyone, of any belief or nation, to rise in power, 
and was one of the few in history to do this.  He knew his nomad tribes did not know how 

ions, so he conquered those nations and let them run themselves, 

How bad were his rules?  He thought religion was personal, and that the government 
should not tell people what to believe.  He let anyone worship any religion they wished.  
People were taxed, but teachers, holy men and doctors were not, as Khan thought them to 
be valuable.  Genghis Khan created the code of law for his vast empire.   His laws tried to 

 

Genghis Khan, often looked upon today as an evil and fearsome man, was in real history a 
great and wise leader.  He was certainly a smarter ruler than, say, Alexander the Great, 
who is beloved in Western history.  Genghis Khan was far kinder to his enemies, and 
created a far larger kingdom.  Under his leadership, his kingdom grew from the Sea of 
Japan to the Caspian Sea, and kept growing after he died.   

4. DO: Many histories make Genghis Khan sound like an evil and cruel man.  These
histories were often written by people in Europe, or other par ts of the world
that he conquered.   How can the way history is written control the way we
remember someone, or think about them?  Write your answers. 

 

Their armies were feared by all, and rarely lost a battle.  They struck quickly and harshly.  
Throughout all of China, the Middle East, Europe, and much of modern day Russia. the 

and most able people in charge, even if they had 
once been enemies.  His empire allowed anyone, of any belief or nation, to rise in power, 
and was one of the few in history to do this.  He knew his nomad tribes did not know how 

ions, so he conquered those nations and let them run themselves, 

How bad were his rules?  He thought religion was personal, and that the government 
should not tell people what to believe.  He let anyone worship any religion they wished.  
People were taxed, but teachers, holy men and doctors were not, as Khan thought them to 
be valuable.  Genghis Khan created the code of law for his vast empire.   His laws tried to 

n evil and fearsome man, was in real history a 
great and wise leader.  He was certainly a smarter ruler than, say, Alexander the Great, 
who is beloved in Western history.  Genghis Khan was far kinder to his enemies, and 

his leadership, his kingdom grew from the Sea of 

4. DO: Many histories make Genghis Khan sound like an evil and cruel man.  These 
ts of the world 

that he conquered.   How can the way history is written control the way we 
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5. DO:  Write a history of yourself that is full of strange lies that would make 
  people hate you 100 years from now.  Invent it, make it all up. 
 
 
6. DO: Write a history of yourself that would make you sound like a great and 
 wise leader.  Again, invent it. 
 
 
7.   DO: 
      Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 5 (THURSDAY, AUGUST 19): 
 
 
1. PRIVATE WRITING: 
    What work do you do now that you like to do?  (If there is none, describe 
    how you would like to change the work that you do do so that you could enjoy doing it. 
    And answer differently than last week if you did last week’s journal.) 
 
 
2. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 El Paso, Texas (United States) 
 Los Angeles, California 
  
 
3. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
Today is Thursday, August 19th.   
 

 
 
 
He was born in the “wild west”, in El Paso, Texas.  His family moved to the world center 
for TV and film, Los Angeles, where he went to school.  It only makes sense that Gene 
Roddenberry (1921-1991) would grow up to create one of the most loved shows ever, a 
“western in space” called Star Trek! 
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He wanted to be a writer, and he was in the right town to do it.  He started out writing 
shows of westerns and action shows of the time.   
 
But Roddenberry dreamed of having his own show.  He created a western in space.  The 
people in his show were fighters and thinkers who liked to have adventures far out in the 
Universe.  Roddenberry made up “the Federation”, a group of many planets which were 
kept safe by Star Fleet.  One of the great ships in Star Fleet was The Enterprise.  And The 
Enterprise had a crew that fans fell in love with, and love to this day, over 40 years after 
they were made up. 
 
The crew?  Captain James T. Kirk (played by the great William Shatner), a great, tough-
fisted leader who will not lose, and who cares for his crew and ship.   Mr. Spock (played by 
the great Leonard Nimoy), who is not a human!  He is a Vulcan, from the planet Vulcan.  
In Roddenberry’s “universe”, humans and people of other planets work together, and 
often fight each other.  It is a universe filled with smart life.  Then there’s Doctor McCoy 
(the fine DeForest Kelley), grumpy friend to both Kirk and Spock.   
 
The original series only aired for three years, 79 shows in total.  It had millions of fans, and 
won many awards.  But it did not do well enough to stay on the air. 
 
Ten years after the show ended, the demand for more Star Trek became so great that a 
Star Trek movie was made with the same actors.  It was not a great movie, but fans were 
thrilled to see their favorite crew again.  (I was one of those fans!)  There have been 10 
more Star Trek films, with the Star Trek film in 2009 with all new actors playing the 
characters – and Leonard Nimoy doing Spock one last time. 
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Since then, there have been many new Star Trek TV shows.  But none of them are as great 
as Roddenberry’s first. 
 
Star Trek shows good people trying to do the right thing in strange places.  Watch maybe 
the best Star Trek show, City On The Edge of Forever, written by sci-fi master Harlan 
Ellison.  (Watch the first 10 minutes.  Watch the rest if you like it.) 
 
Part One 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyhhFzE5O5U 
 
Part Two 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvFGfrzoA2Y&feature=related 
 
Part Three 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsjtreARGr4&feature=related 
 
Part Four 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkugDVtKtMc&feature= related 
Part Five 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-3RcRaRwnc&feature=related 
 
 
4. DO: 
    In Star Trek, the crew travels through the Universe trying to keep the peace, and do 
    the right thing.  They also explore.  If we found smart life on other planets, how do  
    you think we should treat them?  How would you want them to treat us?  Answer in 
    your own words. 
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5. FIND: On a map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Hope, Arkansas (United States) 
 Washington D.C. (United States) 
 
 
6. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Governor – The head of a state in the United States. 
 
 
7. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
He was the 42nd President of the United States, and served in that office for eight years.  
Many people thought of him as a great President.  Others did not agree.  Few people are 
more loved or hated as William Jefferson Clinton, better known as “Bill” (1946 - ). 
 

 
 
He was born in Hope, Arkansas, in the state where he would later be Governor.  His father 
died three months after Bill was born, and he was raised by his mother and grandparents. 
 
In 1963, two things happened that changed his life.  He met President John F. Kennedy, 
and he heard Martin Luther King’s speech I Have A Dream.  Kennedy was the young, 
President who proved that young and people could (and should) be in government.  Dr. 
King was the leader of the Civil Rights movement.  Black Americans tried to be given the 
same rights as others.   The young Clinton was moved by them and wanted to be like them. 
 
Clinton was a very smart student.   He was one of the smartest Presidents that the United 
States has ever had. 
 
As a young man he started to work helping people get chosen to serve in government.  But 
in 1976 he won election (was voted in by the people) as Arkansas’s top lawyer.   
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In 1978, at age 32, Clinton was elected to serve as the Governor of Arkansas, one of the 
youngest governors in American history and the youngest governor at that time.  His work 
in that state was very good, and he was very loved there.  He was elected four times as 
governor.  
 
In 1992, he ran for President of the United States and won.  Bill Clinton is a very good 
public speaker, clever and smart.   He beat President George H.W. Bush, who had served 
but one term in office.  What got him elected?  In one speech, he said that he’d thought 
long and hard about what people cared about, and then the answer had struck him: “It’s 
the money, stupid”.   
 
In office, he worked to make life better for Americans.  After his first four year term in 
office he was elected for a second term, serving from 1993-2001.  He was a very popular 
President.  He managed to bring the national debt (money that the country owes other 
countries) to zero, something no President had done in a long time.  The next President, 
George W. Bush, drove the debt into the trillions.  Many people look back at his time in 
office with regret that he is not still President, even though a President can only serve two 
terms. 
 
 
8. DO: 
    What do you think a good President or leader would be like?  Write your answers. 
 
 
9.  DO:     
     Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 6 (FRIDAY, AUGUST 20): 
 
 
1. PRIVATE WRITING: 
    In your own words, explain why doing work can be a good thing.  Give different reasons 
    than you did last week, if you did last week’s journal. 
 
 
2. FIND: A map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Detroit, Michigan 
 Serbia 
 Italy 
 
 
3. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Radio – 1) A machine that can pick out “radio waves” from the air and turn them  
    into sound.  2) The business of sending out music and talk via radio waves  
    to people listening. 
 
 Commercial – A business; meant to make money. 
 
 
4. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
Today is Friday, August 20th.   
 

 
 
Radio waves have been around since the start of time.  They are a part of the universe.  But 
it’s only been since 1920 that people have used them to talk to each other, and share ideas 
and music.  We call this “radio”. 
 
For many years, inventors worked to find a way to send sound to others far away.  Until 
such modern inventions as radio and the telephone, to send a message, one had to write and 
then wait as the message was carried all the way to the other person.  The wait would often 
be months. 
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Many inventors worked to figure out how to use radio waves.  In 1893, a great inventor 
named Nikola Tesla (1856-1943, who may have invented electric light first) a great inventor  
from Serbia, made the first radio set that worked but it could not really be used by others. 
 

 
 
In 1896, Guglielmo Marconi (1874-1937), Italian inventor, developed the first radiothat 
could be used, and started making many of them. 
 

 
 
Early radios were simple.  People often built their own.  Watch.  (Transatlantic means 
“across the Atlantic”): 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VM3JEUk6Q2s&feature=related 
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In 1920, enough people had bought radios that the first commercial station could open its 
doors in the United States, in Detroit, Michigan.  (There are debates, and many claim other 
places as the start of commercial radio.  It would have happened at about the same time.) 
 
Radios at that time were simple to build and did not cost much.  Soon, most houses in 
America had radios, and radio stations were playing music, dramas, adventures and funny 
men.  Radio was very popular. 
 

 
 
It remained popular even as movies became popular.  Until the growth of TV in the late 
1940s, radio was very big business.  Soon there were thousands of stations.  Today there are 
hundreds of thousands! 
 
Listen to some “old time radio”.: 
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Look at all these old radios! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VroOv5FHwlk 
 
The history of commercial radio (and yes, that is Garrison Keillor in the middle of the film, 
for those of you doing the journals.) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQANmy2Wcpc&feature=related 
 
 
5. DO: 
    Listen to some modern radio for ½ an hour and compare it to old radio as you just 
    heard it. 
 
 
6. DO: 
    What do you like about radio?  What is good about NOT seeing pictures (as you do with 
    TV and film) as you listen?  What does that allow you to do?  Write your answers. 
 
 
7. DO: 
    Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 7 (SATURDAY, AUGUST 21): 
 
 
1. FIND: A map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 Southampton County, Virginia (United States) 
 
 
2. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
Today is Saturday, August 21st.    We’ll keep this short for the weekend! 
 
 

 
 
He was a slave in the United States, at a time before the Civil War.  Blacks had been slaves 
in America for hundreds of years.  Nat Turner (1800-1831) was born after America won its 
freedom from England.  Yet he never knew freedom.   
 
He was born a slave in Virginia.  He was not given a last name of his own at birth.  His 
owner gave Nat his own last name– Turner.  Nat was very smart.  He learned to read and 
write at an early age.  He claimed to have seen visions from God.  He believed that God 
meant him for greatness.   
 
On February 12, 1831, Turner saw an eclipse of the sun (when it grows suddenly dark).  He 
thought it to be a sign from God, a Black man’s hand covering the sun.  He got over 70 
Black Americans, most slaves, a few free.   He and his men attacked suddenly and quietly, 
using knives and clubs instead of guns to surprise people.  Their mission – kill as many 
white people as they could, as a way of letting White America know that it could no longer 
hold Blacks as slaves.  They quickly killed 55 White women, children and men.  They 
spared very poor White people, as Turner felt that they were no better off than Blacks in 
America. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
A “massacre” is the killing of a
 
This was an act of terrorism.  It
capture Turner and his men.  I
killed them. 
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a lot of people, with no mercy.   

t was sudden.  The soldiers of Virginia were a
In fact, they jailed about 200 Blacks, tortured

 

able to quickly 
d, beat and 
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Turner’s cause – freedom – was a good one.  But he killed women and children.  His act did 
not end in the freeing of Blacks in America as he hoped.  That would wait, as you have 
learned, for the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln, over 30 years later. 
 
 
3. DO: 
    What do you think of Turner?  What made him right?  What made him 
    wrong?  What else could he have done, given that he was a slave with no rights or 
    freedom?  Write your answers. 
 
 
4. DO: 
    Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
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LESSON # 8 (SUNDAY, AUGUST 22): 
 
 
1. FIND: A map, globe or the Internet: 
 
 France 
 
 
2. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Photography – The art and science of taking pictures using a camera. 
 
 Impressionism – A kind of art first made popular in France in the late 1800s 
        in which the artist attempts to share his or her “impression” or  
        idea of something. 
 
 
3. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER’S HELP 
 
Today is Sunday, August 22nd.   
 
 

 
 
(The following was taken and edited from Connect The Thoughts Elementary History XI 
course.) 
 
Henri Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004) may be the most important photographer of the 20th 
century.  He shot in black and white.  He would “snap” the most important moment in 
whatever he was watching, what has been called “the decisive moment”.  He was perhaps 
the first “photographer” to take his camera out into the streets and start snapping what he 
saw, and by doing this, he made photography what it is today.  Trained as a painter, his 
work, even with the simplest camera, is beautiful and moving.  He was interested in people, 
and what makes us each important.  Through his eyes and his camera, we can still see his 
world and time. 
 
Use these links to see his work: 
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http://www.nikohk.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/07/Henri-Cartier-Bresson12.jpg 
 
http://images.artnet.com/artwork_images_424216256_304268_henri-cartier-bresson.jpg 
 
http://www.parsonssummerdt.com/afinkel/photography/henri-cartier-bresson.JPG 
 
http://photohistory.jeffcurto.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/cartier-bresson-hyeres.jpg 
 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/images/h2/h2_2002.419.jpg 
 
http://www.chess-theory.com/images1/02502_henri_cartier_bresson.jpg 
 
http://www.chess-theory.com/images1/02615_henri_cartier_bresson.jpg 
 
http://www.fotos.org/galeria/data/563/Cartier-Bresson-Henri-Simiane-la-Rotonde-1970.jpg 
 
http://www.henricartierbresson.org/publi/redimg/photo.jpg 
 
http://www.arts-
wallpapers.com/photography/henri_cartier_bresson/01/henri_cartier_bresson800.jpg 
 
 
 
4. DO: 
    Take 15 minutes- ½ an hour to look at modern photos on the Internet or in 
    magazines and newspapers. 
 
 
5. DO: 
    What do you think of Bresson’s work?  Remember that he was the first to do what he 
    did.  Does it move you or make you think.?  Write your answers. 
 
 
(The following was taken from our Elementary History X course, and has been edited.) 
 
 
6. UNDERSTAND THE WORDS: 
 
 Monet – Claude Monet (1840-1926) French painter, the father of the Impressionist 
      art movement born in France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7. READ ALOUD WITH THE TEACHER
 
As Monet, a French artist, was the first 
1918) was perhaps the first to place his into music.  His music stands as the bridge out of 
Romanticism and into 20th century music.
 

 
His father was a salesman and his mother was a seamstress (she sowed things).  Yet 
somehow, he started piano lessons at age four.
entering to study at age eleven.   He was a difficult student.  A brilliant pianist and 
musician, he did not like the rules taught at the Conservatory.  At that time, he played 
pieces few other professional pian
 
For two years, he lived and composed in Russia.  A piece of Debussy’s music came to the 
attention of the great Tchaikovsky (who you’ll study soon), who disliked it.  He then won a 
contest at the Paris Conservatory, t
Rome for four years.  But Debussy, always looking for a fight, hated everything about 
Rome including the operas he heard there.
 
In the end, Debussy wrote music that was not like anything that came befor
little money as a young man, but continued to compose the music he believed in.  Then, he 
composed Afternoon of a Faun
hated.  Suddenly, Debussy was a ‘star”.
 
He tried working with strange sounds, many of which would be used later by jazz 
musicians.  Debussy opened the door to the music of the 20
through Europe.  He was asked to conduct his works.  His later works grew ever stranger.   
 
Many people hated his works and him.  Others saw him as the bright light of a new sun 
rising in the musical world.  Time has proven them correct.
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was the first to paint his “impressions”, Claude Debussy (1862
perhaps the first to place his into music.  His music stands as the bridge out of 

century music. 

 

His father was a salesman and his mother was a seamstress (she sowed things).  Yet 
somehow, he started piano lessons at age four.  He was accepted to the Paris Conservatory, 
entering to study at age eleven.   He was a difficult student.  A brilliant pianist and 
musician, he did not like the rules taught at the Conservatory.  At that time, he played 
pieces few other professional pianists could.  But he wanted to compose. 

For two years, he lived and composed in Russia.  A piece of Debussy’s music came to the 
attention of the great Tchaikovsky (who you’ll study soon), who disliked it.  He then won a 
contest at the Paris Conservatory, the Prix-de-Rome, which allowed him to study music in 
Rome for four years.  But Debussy, always looking for a fight, hated everything about 
Rome including the operas he heard there. 

In the end, Debussy wrote music that was not like anything that came befor
little money as a young man, but continued to compose the music he believed in.  Then, he 

Afternoon of a Faun, a piece that drew the world listened to, and many loved or 
hated.  Suddenly, Debussy was a ‘star”. 

strange sounds, many of which would be used later by jazz 
musicians.  Debussy opened the door to the music of the 20th century.  His fame grew 
through Europe.  He was asked to conduct his works.  His later works grew ever stranger.   

his works and him.  Others saw him as the bright light of a new sun 
rising in the musical world.  Time has proven them correct. 

to paint his “impressions”, Claude Debussy (1862-
perhaps the first to place his into music.  His music stands as the bridge out of 

His father was a salesman and his mother was a seamstress (she sowed things).  Yet 
He was accepted to the Paris Conservatory, 

entering to study at age eleven.   He was a difficult student.  A brilliant pianist and 
musician, he did not like the rules taught at the Conservatory.  At that time, he played 

For two years, he lived and composed in Russia.  A piece of Debussy’s music came to the 
attention of the great Tchaikovsky (who you’ll study soon), who disliked it.  He then won a 

Rome, which allowed him to study music in 
Rome for four years.  But Debussy, always looking for a fight, hated everything about 

e him.  He had 
little money as a young man, but continued to compose the music he believed in.  Then, he 

, a piece that drew the world listened to, and many loved or 

strange sounds, many of which would be used later by jazz 
century.  His fame grew 

through Europe.  He was asked to conduct his works.  His later works grew ever stranger.    

his works and him.  Others saw him as the bright light of a new sun 
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8. WATCH AND LISTEN: 
    Prelude to Afternoon of a Faun 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5A4CkUAazI 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1P85n9uPzE&feature=related 
 
    La Mer 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXHud5Lxgk4&feature=related 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2udZdSWXyE&feature=related 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz5pCCX7Y_M&feature=related 
 
     Clar de Lune, one of the most beloved pieces in all music. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzeCUlZz5aE 
 
 
9. DO: What do you like about Debussy’s music?  Compare it to music that you 
 usually listen to.  Write your answers. 
 
 
 
10. DO: 
      Go outside for at least five minutes and enjoy the summer weather if you can. 
 
 
 

The End 
 
 

 
 

August 9 – August 15, 2010 
 

 
WHAT’S NEXT…?  
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Don’t forget to get your copy of 

 

 

August 23 – August 29, 2010 
 
 

To find out more about next week’s journal, visit us at: 
www.connectthethoughts.com 

 

Don’t miss the fun! 
 
 

________  
 

To find out more about us 
and our comprehensive educational program 

for students, ages 5-adult, visit us at 

www.connectthethoughts.com 
 

There, you can read many FREE articles, get FREE booklets and courses, 
see FREE videos about homeschool and our program, 

and even join our FREE International Yahoo! Support Group! 
________ 

 
 
 
 


